Scott and Ellen Hollander came to the Capital District after graduating from Cornell
University in 1973. Ellen continued her studies at the University at Albany’s School of
Public Affairs, while Scott began his career at GardenWay Manufacturing and later
earned his MBA from RPI’s Lally School of Management.

For more than four decades, Scott has been deeply involved with the Albany JCC,
serving on the Board of Directors and numerous committees. Following his retirement
from the private sector, he returned as Interim Executive Director of the JCC, helping
strengthen staff and member relations and guiding the search for new leadership. He
later served twice as Interim Executive Director of Jewish Family Services, helping
stabilize the organization during periods of transition. Scott continues to serve on the
JCC Board after many years of civic and professional leadership, including a
distinguished career in senior human resources management and teaching roles at
several regional colleges and universities.

Ellen spent over 15 years working in the New York State Legislature before building a
25-year career in association management, leading several nonprofit and professional
organizations. She also taught as adjunct faculty at local colleges. In retirement, Ellen
volunteers with Jewish Family Services, assisting seniors through transportation and
Kosher Meals on Wheels programs, and helped establish two twelve-step recovery
groups at the JCC.

The Albany JCC has long been central to the Hollander family’s life — from Ellen’s
parents’ participation in senior programs to their children’s involvement in camps and
youth activities, continuing today through family connections across generations.



